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REPORT TO: Members' Library 
 
DATE:            May 2024 
 
BY:  Executive Director of Place 
    
SUBJECT:  Development Plan Scheme No.15  
  
 
 
1 PURPOSE 

To note the Council’s fifteenth annual Development Plan Scheme (DPS) 
outlining the programme for preparation of the next Local Development 
Plan for East Lothian (LDP2).   

 
2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
2.1 It is recommended that Members note the contents of Development Plan 

Scheme No.15, as detailed in Appendix 1 to this report. The DPS can also 
be viewed online (https://arcg.is/155HD0).  

 
3 BACKGROUND 

 
3.1 The Planning (Scotland) Act 2019 requires that Local Planning 

Authorities prepare and publish a Development Plan Scheme (DPS) 
setting out the programme for reviewing their Local Development Plan, 
preparation of a replacement Local Development Plan, and how it will be 
implemented. It must also include a Participation Statement detailing how 
interested parties can get involved at the different stages of plan 
preparation.  

3.2 The current Local Development Plan for East Lothian is the LDP 2018 
which was adopted in September 2018. The LDP 2018 is supported by 
a series of statutory Supplementary Guidance documents and non-
statutory Supplementary Planning Guidance documents.   

3.3 In order to ensure that East Lothian maintains an up to date and 
compliant LDP for the area, work has already started on LDP2. This will 
be undertaken under the new Planning (Scotland) Act 2019, which 
introduced a number of new procedures for LDP preparation, including 
the requirement to prepare an Evidence Report covering issues set out 
in section 15(5) of the Act 2019, and a gate-check process.  

https://arcg.is/155HD0


3.4 The Planning (Scotland) Act 2019 requires the Development Plan 
Scheme to include proposed timetabling, with proposed timings for 
various stages of LDP plan preparation, by specifying the proposed year 
and quarter. The stages which require to be covered are: 

- publication of the Evidence Report; 

- publication of the Proposed Plan; 

- submission of the Proposed Plan to the Scottish Ministers; and 

- expected adoption of the LDP. 

3.5 This Development Plan Scheme no.15 sets out the timetable for 
preparing the Evidence Report, indicative timescales for the Gate Check 
process with the Scottish Government, preparation of the proposed Local 
Development Plan 2, and submission of the proposed plan or 
Examination. Finally, it proposes a target date for adoption of LDP2.  

3.6 The Participation Statement provides details of how interested parties 
were able to get involved with the early stages of the next Local 
Development Plan. The first stage involved gathering information on the 
effectiveness of current policies, engaging with various East Lothian 
Council Services, Key Agencies, landowners, local interest groups and 
the general public, and also considering up to date background 
information on a range of social, economic and environmental matters 
for the county. There was also a wide range of awareness raising 
undertaken with local communities, including providing details of how to 
get involved in future stages of plan preparation.  

3.7 The extensive consultation carried out on the Evidence Report stage was 
important for gathering views on current planning matters within East 
Lothian, and whether the evidence was sufficient to proceed towards 
submission to the Scottish Government. The timetable for this next stage 
is set out within the DPS 15.  

3.8 The Planning (Scotland) Act 2019 also requires that the Development 
Plan Scheme is subject to a period of public consultation and 
engagement. A period of public consultation on Development Plan 
Scheme no.15 ran between 15th December 2023 and 19th January 2024. 
Three responses were received to the public consultation. These were 
from Homes for Scotland, Macktaggart & Mickel, and Taylor Wimpey.  

3.9 The response from Homes for Scotland was overall positive towards the 
Council’s proposed timetable for preparing the next Local Development 
Plan. Some suggestions were made for clarification of the Key Agencies 
or other bodies that would be involved in the process of providing 
technical information on various planning matters. No further clarification 
is considered necessary at this stage as the DPS already proposes 
ongoing engagement with Key Agencies (all relevant members of the Key 
Agency Group as set out by the Scottish Government) and all other 
interested parties. Other comments related to the Council’s proposed 
Housing Land Requirement. As this matter was the subject to a separate 



paper and separate public consultation, no amendments were deemed to 
be necessary to the DPS at this stage.   

3.10 The response from Mactaggart & Mickel highlighted the importance of 
engagement between the Council and developers and landowners in the 
plan-making process. It was suggested that specific workshops could be 
used to do this, focussing on key planning matters such as housing, 
infrastructure, and opportunities through the NPF4. The response was 
also supportive of the proposed Call for Sites stage in plan-making. The 
Council also notes the importance of engagement with developers and 
landowners, and has already undertaken extensive engagement at the 
Evidence Report stage. Further engagement will take place at the 
proposed plan stage. Details of how to participate in the Call for Sites 
exercise will be made available in due course. As such, no amendments 
to the DPS 15 are considered necessary at this stage.  

3.11 The response from Taylor Wimpey reiterated the comments submitted by 
Homes for Scotland in their entirety and did not provide any additional 
comments of their own on the DPS. As these comments have already 
been analysed, no amendments are proposed as a result.  

3.12 Following consideration of responses received during the public 
consultation, there are no amendments required to be made to the 
Development Plan Scheme 15, including the proposed timetable.  

3.13 Should there be any matters arising that require an amendment to the 
proposed timetabling of the next Local Development Plan, the Council 
will prepare and publish an updated Development Plan Scheme.   

3.14 Following the approval of the Development Plan Scheme, the Council 
will, as soon as reasonably possible, send two copies to the Scottish 
Ministers, publish the DPS electronically on the Council website, and 
place a copy in all public libraries in the area to which it relates.  

3.15 The report attached as Appendix 1 is the East  Loth ian Council 
Development Plan Scheme No.15. The DPS is also available to view 
online (https://arcg.is/155HD0).  

 
4 POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

 
4.1 None. 

 
5 INTEGRATED IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

 
5.1 The subject of this report does not affect the wellbeing of the community 

or have a significant impact on equality, the environment or economy.   

 
6 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

 
6.1 Financial – none. 

https://arcg.is/155HD0


6.2 Personnel – none.  

6.3 Other – none.  

 
7 BACKGROUND PAPERS  

 
7.1 The Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997, as amended by the 

Planning (Scotland) Act 2019   

7.2 The Town and Country Planning (Development Planning) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2023 

7.3 Scottish Government Local Development Planning Guidance (May 2023)  

7.4 Scottish Government Planning Series Circular 6/2013: Development 
Planning 
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DESIGNATION Planner (Policy & Strategy Team) 
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