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REPORT TO: Members’ Library Service    
 
MEETING DATE:  
 
BY: Head of Communities and Partnerships  
 
SUBJECT: Variation to Contracts for Services – Musselburgh 

Museum and the Coastal Communities Museum
  

  
 
 
1 PURPOSE 

1.1 To advise Members about variations to the Contracts for Services 
between East Lothian Council and the Coastal Communities Museum 
Trust with regard to the operation the Coastal Communities Museum in 
the North Berwick Shared Facility and Musselburgh Museum and 
Heritage Group with regard to the operation of Musselburgh Museum. 

 

2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

2.1 That Members note the content of this report. 

 

3 BACKGROUND 

3.1 East Lothian Council Museums Service manages the following 
museums: Prestongrange Museum, the John Gray Centre Museum and 
Dunbar Town House Museum and Gallery.  The Service also manages 
John Muir’s Birthplace in Dunbar on behalf of the John Muir Birthplace 
Charitable Trust, supports the Coastal Communities Museum Trust 
(CCMT) to operate the Coastal Communities Museum, Musselburgh 
Museum and Heritage Group (MMHG) to operate Musselburgh Museum 
and Dunbar and District History Society support the operation of Dunbar 
Town House Museum and Gallery. Outreach, exhibitions, events and 
learning services are offered throughout the County and the Museum 
Collection is held in Haddington in an environmentally controlled store. 

3.2 The Coastal Communities Museum Trust was formed with the express 
intention of operating a museum and was established as a Scottish 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation with the Charity Number SCIO4366 
in 2012. The CCMT operates the Coastal Communities Museum from the 
North Berwick Shared Facility on School Road in North Berwick. The 



building is shared with North Berwick Library and ELC Customer 
Services. 

3.3 Musselburgh Museum and Heritage Group is a Scottish Charity, Number 
SCO3967. MMHG operates Musselburgh Museum at 65 High Street, 
Musselburgh. 

3.4 Both Musselburgh Museum and the Coastal Communities Museum are 
operated under contract with East Lothian Council. These contracts 
define the relationships between ELC and these two charities and lay out 
the responsibilities of each party and the terms under which the contract 
is made and can be dissolved. They also give the Coastal Communities 
Museum Trust and Musselburgh Museum and Heritage Group licence to 
occupy sections of the buildings they operate from. 

3.5 Both contracts for services have now been subject to review as both had 
come to their end of their term. The opportunity was also taken to revisit 
them with the benefit of knowledge gained from a number of years of 
operation. As a result both contracts have undergone slight variation 
including increasing their duration, mild changes to the terms of 
operation with regard to open times and clarification of matters related to 
property maintenance. 

 

4 POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

4.1      The support of Community Museums is a key aspect of our work under  
the East Lothian Council Plan commitment to ‘Grow Our Communities’ 

 

5  INTEGRATED IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

5.1   The subject of this report does not affect the wellbeing of the community 
or have a significant impact on equality, the environment or economy 

 

6 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

6.1 Financial – there are no financial implications 

6.2 Personnel  - there are no personnel implications 

6.3 Other - there are no other implications 

 

7 BACKGROUND PAPERS  

7.1 Appendix 1: Variation to Contract and Licence to Occupy (Musselburgh 
Museum) 



7.2 Appendix 1: Variation to Contract and Licence to Occupy (Coastal 
Communities Museum) 

 

AUTHOR’S NAME Kate Maynard 

DESIGNATION Team Manager - Museums 

CONTACT INFO kmaynard@eastlothian.gov.uk 

DATE 8/3/17 
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