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East Lothian 2013-2024

Scottish Tourism Economic Activity Model
(STEAM) Draft Report

m 1.56m visitor numbers - up 9.5% on 2023
m 2.98m visitor days - up 5.5% on 2023

m £379m economic impact - up 9.0% on 2023
= - up 3.9% when adjusted for inflation

m 4,626 FTE jobs supported by tourism - up 5.8%

= Up 25% within accommodation-related employment
since 2012
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East Lothian 2013-2024

m .985m visits made by Day Visitors to East
Lothian in 2024- up 4.1% on 2023

m Day Visits generated £68 million for the
economy of the area in 2024

m On average, visitors staying in East Lothian stay
3.9 nights and spend £59 million on local
accommodation (1.7 nights SA, 6.7 nights NSA)

m Staying visitors generate a total economic
impact of £311 million for businesses in East
Lothian
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East Lothian Visitor Numbers

m 1.35m visitor numbers — relatively stable over past ten years
= Non-serviced visitor numbers up 7.6% since 2009

Visitor Numbers - 2024 - M - Share of Total

Serviced
Non-Serviced

SFR

Staying Visitor

Day Visitor
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East Lothian Visitor Numbers

m 1.56m visitor numbers - relatively stable over past 12 years
m Serviced up 40%; Non-serviced up 53%; Day Visitors up 1% since 2013

Visitor Numbers - 2024 - M - Share of Total

Serviced
Non-Serviced

SFR

Visitor Numbers - Total

% Change
YearonYear
Day Visitor 2014 2.8%

2015 -5.1%
2016 -1.3%
2017 -2.3%
2018 2.5%
2019 15%
2020 -65.3%
2021 88.5%
2022 35.7%

Staying Visitor

2023 17.1%
2024 95%
I Tourist Numbers Linear (Tourist Numbers)
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East Lothian Visitor Numbers

m 1.56m visitor numbers - relatively stable over past 12 years
m Serviced up 40%; Non-serviced up 53%; Day Visitors up 1% since 2013

Visitor Numbers - 2024 - M - Share of Total

Serviced

Non-Serviced
Visitor Numbers - 2024 - 000s - Distribution of Impact by Month

Staying Visitor
Day Visitor

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Serviced Accommodation Non-Serviced Accommodation
SFR Day Visitor

a=0ms All Visitors Monthly Totals
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East Lothian Visitor Days

m 2.98m visitor days - up 18% since 2013

m 28% increase within staying visitors over same period (but split)

Visitor Days - 2024 - M - Share of Total

Serviced

Non-Serviced
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East Lothian Visitor Days

m 2.98m visitor days - up 18% since 2013

m 28% increase within staying visitors over same period (but split)

Visitor Days - 2024 - M - Share of Total

Serviced

Non-Serviced

% Change
YearonYear

2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021
2022
2023
2024

8.6%
0.2%
0.5%
0.3%
0.5%
0.8%

-63.2%

78.1%
3.2%
7.0%
5.5%

Visitor Days - Total

I Tourist Days Linear (Tourist Days)
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East Lothian Economic Impact

m £379m economic impact of tourism - up 78% on 2013
m Staying visitor economic impact up 84% over same period; DVs 53%

Economic Impact - Historic Prices - £M - Share of Total

TOTAL
£379.44m
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East Lothian Economic Impact

m £379m economic impact of tourism - up 78% on 2013

m Staying visitor economic impact up 84% over same period; DVs 53%

Economic Impact - Historic Prices - £M - Share of Total

TOTAL
£379.44m

Serviced
Non-Serviced

SFR

Economic Impact - Historic Prices - Total

Staying Visitor

Day Visitor % Change Historic Prices £M
YearonYear

2014 9.7%
2015 3.7%
2016 1.9%
2017 - 3.9%
2018 = 5.5%
2019 2.9%
2020 -60.3%
2021 | 70.6%
2022 | 58.5%
2023 | 16.3%
2024 9.0%
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I Economic Impact Linear (Economic Impact)
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East Lothian Economic Impact

m £379m economic impact of tourism - up 16% on 2013 (indexed)

m Staying visitor economic impact up 20% over same period; DVs no change

Economic Impact - Historic Prices - £M - Share of Total

TOTAL
£379.44m

Serviced
Non-Serviced
SFR

Staying Visitor

Economic Impact - Indexed - Total

% Change 2024 Prices £M
Yearon Year

2014 | 6.7%
2015 2.5%
2016 0.6%
2017 13%
2018 1.5%
2019 0.4%
2020 -61.3%
2021 68.3%
2022 46.9%
2023 2.6%
2024 3.9%

Day Visitor

I Economic Impact Linear (Economic Impact)

Global Tourism Solutions (UK) Ltd
Scottish Tourism Economic Activity Monitor 13



East Lothian 2013-2024

Scottish Tourism Economic Activity Monitor
(STEAM) Draft Report

m Trends:

= Increasing staying visitors overall, but split on visitor
days / length of stay

= Day visitors stable for pre/post covid, not increasing

= In general, non-serviced is out-performing serviced
accommodation (tied to loss of accommodation)

= impact of golfing events (need boost Qs 3 and 4)

= Economic impact is increasing, but so is cost of
operating
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