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Prehistoric activity and Early Medieval rural industry at Upper Dalhousie Quarry, Midlothian 
Harry Francis (CFA Archaeology)
Excavations by CFA Archaeology at Upper Dalhousie Quarry, Midlothian have identified features dating from the Neolithic, Bronze Age and Early Medieval periods. The prehistoric features identified ranged from spreads of Early and Late Neolithic pits, a Bronze Age Roundhouse and a pit containing a securely dated Bronze Age Axe Hammer. The Early Medieval features included a large L-shaped enclosure, two corn-drying kilns, with one containing a human cremation and evidence of iron working in the form of furnaces and waste pits. 

Edmonstone Estate, Edinburgh: Occupation, industry and ritual from the Neolithic to the 19th century
Thomas Muir (GUARD Archaeology Ltd)
Between 2020 and 2023, GUARD Archaeology undertook a large excavation at the Edmonstone estate in Edinburgh. This revealed an extensive prehistoric landscape with roots in the Neolithic period, including roundhouses, pit and posthole alignments and cists, with finds including pottery, a worked slate disc, a bronze knife, and a cup and ring mark decorated stone. Later remains show the late medieval estate expanding from a small medieval village with associated field system, into a large designed landscape, which seems to have been fuelled by exploitation of the rich coal deposits on site.

Roman Inveresk Revealed: Recent Geophysical Survey at Lewisvale Park
Nick Hannon (Historic Environment Scotland)
In winter 2023 Historic Environment Scotland (HES) conducted a series of geophysical surveys in the scheduled area around the cricket pavilion at Lewisvale Park, Inveresk.  The survey uncovered exciting new details about the Roman occupation of the area revealing part of a wider ritual landscape.
HES’ geophysical survey built on the 2010 excavation undertaken by AOC Archaeology Group ahead of the rebuilding of the pavilion.  Their excavation revealed a series of nationally important archaeological remains including two Roman altars positioned in a sunken feature and a series of ditches and postholes.
This talk presents the results of the geophysical survey and demonstrates the importance of considering their significance in combination with other complimentary research conducted in the surrounding area.

At Home @ Jedburgh Abbey: Using heritage with the dementia community
Fiona Davidson (Historic Environment Scotland)
Opportunities to explore history and culture have been found to offer a range of benefits to people with dementia, including social engagement, cognitive stimulation and improving general feelings of well-being.  The At Home @ Jedburgh Abbey project, delivered by the Learning & Inclusion Team at Historic Environment Scotland in partnership with Alzheimer Scotland, used local heritage to support people impacted by a dementia diagnosis. Using archival and archaeological material, participants compared the abbey as a home with their own home, sharing stories and making links, while also finding out about the history of the site, and feeling more comfortable accessing and being on a historic site.
This talk will look at how heritage can support health and wellbeing and how a dementia diagnosis doesn’t prevent people from exploring new interests and learning opportunities.

Mossburn Distillery: an update on multi-period archaeology discovered near Jedburgh
David Sneddon (Clyde Archaeology)
During 2024 archaeological excavations were undertaken in advance of a new distillery being constructed just under 4 miles south of Jedburgh on the site of the former Jed Forrest Hotel. Initial trial trenching identified six areas where archaeological remains were present that represent both prehistoric and more recent activity. Although construction is still in progress and no post-excavation analysis has yet been undertaken, the presentation will provide a short summary of the findings so far focussing on two of the most significant areas of archaeology uncovered. These include prehistoric burial located on the raised edge of the Jed Water where evidence of enclosed space, cairns covering possible burial pits, a cist and a later stone lined structure were all found in close proximity to each other. Both the cairns and cist appear to have been modified after their initial use and questions remain over whether this represents organised reuse of the features or robbing. On the lower lying flat ground closer to the river several features were also excavated that indicate late prehistoric or early medieval metal working was taking place on the edge of a formerly wet and boggy area, likely away from the main settlement.


Phrenological Fortunes - The Halter Burn Story 
Dugald MacInnes, Archaeology for All/Arc-eòlas do na h-uile (ACFA)
Border Archaeology Society (BAS)
The present survey of the Halter Valley undertaken by ACFA and BAS has its origins in the Cross-Border Archaeology Project (CBAP), a BAS initiative that was supported by Scottish Borders Council (SBC) and Northumberland National Park Authority (NNPA), with additional support being provided by Yetholm History and Archaeology Society (YH&AS), now Yetholm History Society (YHS), and Hawick Archaeological Society (HAS).
The work undertaken by the project included field walking and excavation, the latter on Shotton Hill and a putative location for St Ethelreda’s chapel.
For various reasons, the project came to a halt in 2014 until 2017, when, at the invitation of Jean Hirst, ACFA became involved; Jean being a member of both ACFA and BAS.
The ACFA/BAS survey, undertaken from 2017 to 2024, employed tape-offset recording of the archaeological features in the valley, the results of which are presented here. The recorded features range in date from the Bronze and Iron Ages, unenclosed platforms and scooped settlements respectively, through the medieval in the form of agricultural-based settlement to post-medieval agricultural activities.

Of Ships and Science: Developing a conservation management plan for the former fisheries research vessel SS Explorer
Ben Saunders (Wessex Archaeology)
The former Fisheries Research Vessel Explorer is a small ship with a big story to tell. The last Scottish built example of a steam powered trawler and the first purpose-built research vessel for Scottish fisheries, the ship blended cutting edge technology and scientific research with tried and tested ship construction and hull forms. An amazing survivor, the ship has been berthed in Leith Docks since 1994 following two close calls with shipbreaking yards. To step aboard is to be transported back to the mid-20th century at sea, with an incredible level of survival of equipment, machinery and cabin spaces. However, the ship sits at a crossroads with the wear and tear of decades starting to cause damage to structural stability and let in the elements to degrade its significance. As part of sustainable conservation management of the ship the SS Explorer Preservation Trust commissioned Wessex Archaeology to complete a full Conservation Management Plan for the ship, bringing together an assessment of the current condition alongside a collation of the various significant historic, social and scientific elements and connections for the ship to identify issues and put forward policies to mitigate them. The overall plan was presented at a launch event in April 2024 and there is now active planning for drydocking and further works, all intended to give this exceptional vessel a new lease of life as a floating museum to maritime science, Scottish shipbuilding and fisheries. The talk will look at the history of the ship, its connections and significance, its current condition and the results of the CMP.

1 Lost and Found(ry) - Excavations at Cowan’s Close
Leonie Teufel and Dominic Barrett (AOC Archaeology Group) 
AOC Archaeology undertook two phases of excavation at Cowans Close in Edinburgh. The first phase uncovered the remains of a 19th century Iron Foundry. The walls of four of the buildings associated with the foundry were identified as well as metal working waste, a stone-built chimney and a sandstone quenching bowl. One of the structures also contained a large well that could be accessed both from within the structure and from the outside courtyard. The second phase of work focussed on the southern half of the site and identified a domestic building with evidence of an internal hearth being rebuilt at least three times. Multiple finds from this building included pins, dominos, several stylus and a figurine head suggesting a residential function.  

Aspects of pottery production in medieval Roslin
Dawn McLaren (AOC Archaeology Group), Dan Bateman (SUERC) and Derek Hall 
In the summer of 2020, AOC excavated an area to the NW of the village of Roslin, Midlothian ahead of a housing development.  Large quantities of medieval pottery were discovered in association with two heavily disturbed and truncated features, possibly the remains of robbed out kilns. The sherds include wasters and small quantities of kiln furniture, providing valuable evidence of the production of pottery, particularly jugs, in the area during the medieval period.  This paper will highlight some aspects of the post-excavation project undertaken to date including chemical analysis of the sherds and a brief comparison with other kiln sites in Scotland.  

Exploring an assemblage of L. Rose and Company lime cordial bottles from the site of the former Edinburgh and Leith Glass Company, Salamander Street, Leith
Andrew Morrison (AOC Archaeology Group) 
Recent excavations at the site of the former Edinburgh and Leith Glassworks have revealed a nationally significant glass assemblage, a standout amongst which is an interesting and important group of decorative L. Rose and Co. glass cordial bottles that were being mass-produced on site during the third quarter of the 19th century. These bottles represent a tight chronology in the site's history, from the founding of the L. Rose Company in Leith in 1865, to the final closure of the bottleworks in 1874, and may represent some of the last items manufactured there. The analysis of this group not only allows us to gain a better understanding of the glass production taking place during the final stages of the glassworks, but it also presents us with an opportunity to explore the rise and relationship between these two Leith-based companies and the important role that Lime Cordial played in helping combat scurvy amongst ocean-going ships' crews - a significant global contribution of Leith's maritime past.

Ancrum Old Bridge: Cutting Edge Science reveals precise date
Coralie Mills (Dendrochronicle) and Geoff Parkhouse (ADHS)
In 2018, members of Ancrum & District Heritage Society discovered the remains of a medieval bridge in the bed of the River Teviot near Ancrum, Scottish Borders. Remarkably, oak timbers survived well within the remains. The discovery happily coincided with the South East Scotland Oak Dendrochronology (SESOD) research project and the first set of dendro-samples were taken in 2019, supplemented by additional samples taken by Wessex Archaeology Coastal & Marine when surveying the bridge remains for HES in 2020. However, the timbers proved difficult to date through conventional ring-width analysis, so they were radiocarbon-dated (with support from HES, SUERC and the CARD fund). Those dating results were previously shared at the 2022 ELBAC conference. Radiocarbon-dating produces a probabilistic date range and, in our quest for more precise dating, Professor Neil Loader of Swansea University kindly offered to apply the relatively new dendro-isotope dating method, the first such application to a heritage site in Scotland. This has provided a (somewhat unexpected) precise felling date for the bridge timbers, in turn allowing a more focussed exploration of the bridge’s historical context. In this update, we will announce the exciting new dating results as well as sharing some other news about Ancrum Old Bridge. In addition, please come and visit the Ancrum and District Heritage Society stall at the Conference, which will focus on the work of the Society and includes a professionally modelled diorama of the medieval bridge.

Our Chaps in Habana: Historic Building Recording and Monitoring at the Edinburgh Playhouse Theatre and Bar
Philip Karsgaard (Addyman Archaeology)
The Edinburgh Playhouse Theatre is a prominent Category A listed building at the top of Leith Walk.  It was designed by the Scottish theatre architect John Fairweather in the 1920s as a purpose-built cine-variety theatre and remains one of the largest seated auditoria in the UK.  Its unified façade was purpose-built to contain both the theatre entrance and commercial premises on either side – latterly including the Habana bar.  Internal and external alterations to the lobby area and internal circulation routes entailed changes to its historic fabric, recorded by Addyman Archaeology during the works.  Downtakings included a canted timber pay box, part of the original design, recorded in full and removed for safe keeping.  Elements of the commercial premises were also recorded and historic imagery reviewed.  From the 1980s onwards, the commercial premises played host to the LGBTQ+ venues of “Chaps” and “Habana”.  Their relation to the streetscape and intervisibility evolves from the “discrete” blocked windows and doors of the early venues to more visible and prominent displays of the later bar: a material proxy for increasing LGBTQ+ visibility in the city. This is recorded and presented here as a testament to the declining numbers of dedicated LGBTQ+ venues viable across the city, Scotland and the UK today.
