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Edinburgh, East Lothian and 
Scottish Borders Film Office



• What is Film Edinburgh?
- Local authority service to promote, manage and 

facilitate filming.

- Established in 1990 as the first film office in 
Scotland, extensive experience of facilitating 
productions and recognised as the first point of 
contact for film & TV productions looking at SE 
Scotland.

- Working with East Lothian Council’s economic 
development team since ~2000: 

- city / coastline / countryside / castles package

- Advice and support to film & TV productions about 
locations, crew and facilities.

- Signposting & guidance for local authority services.



- Raise the profile of the city/region
- Screen Tourism, inspiring visitors to come to 

Scotland.
- One in five (19%) said that film, TV or 

literature were a source of inspiration. This 
rose to 36% for European visitors and 37% for 
long haul visitors.

- Contribute to the local economy
- £500,000 - £1M/year to the local community 

(duration / type of production)

- Civic pride & opportunities
- Work experience / jobs
- Pride at seeing your home on the screen

• Benefits of filming



• Variety of productions
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web short films/students
Other (events/new) pop promo
Childrens Photoshoots
Corporates Light Ent
Factual TV Commercials
TV Drama Feature Films

• 580 productions filmed in East 
Lothian since 2000

• 2500 enquiries about filming in 
East Lothian since 2000



• East Lothian films/TV
- 50+ productions/year. 80 major dramas, including:

- The Railway Man (North Berwick, Cockenzie, 2012)

- Under the Skin (Tantallon Castle, Seacliff, 2011)

- Mary Queen of Scots (Seacliff, North Beach 2017)

- The BFG (A1 Haddington-Gladsmuir, 2015)

- Outlander seasons 1-7 (Preston Mill, Gosford, Newhailes, The 
Mart East Linton, Ravensheugh beach, Lochouses, Tyninghame 
Woods, Seacliff, Hedderwick/Belhaven)

- Churchill (Newhailes, Yellowcraigs, 2016)

- Outlaw King (Seacliff, 2017)

- The Princess Switch 2+3 (Gosford, 2019-20)

- Murder is Easy (Tyninghame village, Preston Mill 2023)

- The Buccaneers (Newhailes, Seacliff, Gosford, 2022)



• Process
1. Enquiry (400/year).

2. Location suggestions and advice within SE Scotland.

3. Discuss proposals with owner(s), introduce to film 
team.

4. Guidance for owners about what to expect, things 
to consider e.g. crew size, dressing, vehicles, 
management, contracts.

5. Wider requirements – locations nearby, unit and 
technical vehicle parking, remote production bases, 
accommodation, traffic management, street 
lighting, local hires (crew/facilities).

6. Introductions to community contacts and liaison 
with Council services including Transport, 
Countryside, Communications.



• Being a film location. Be Prepared!

People



Cameras, track, sound equipment
Greens, props...



Cranes/cherrypickers for lighting / cameras/shade,
Ezy-ups, vans/trucks for equipment, props. 
Interior: haze, lighting, cables, furniture, dressing.



‘Tech Base’:
Vans and trucks for camera, lighting, sound, refreshments, honeywagon, 
generator, protection matting/coverings, ezy-ups



‘Unit Base’: mobile units for office, costume, hair and 
make-up, honeywagons, catering, generators



• Registering as a filming location

Filmedinburgh.org/register



• Registering as a filming location



• Registering as a filming location



• Registering as a filming location

Recces

Location manager

Location recce with location manager, director, 
producers and production designer

Technical recce with Heads of Department

Details of request

Contract, Insurance

Production
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Thank you

mailto:film@edinburgh.gov.uk
http://www.filmedinburgh.org/
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