Further copies of this document are available, on request,
in audio, large print format and in community languages.
Please contact 0131 244 2213.

e 4 . ¢
RRCFIT-RIE e {3 N 2 psia

(AR s O L e bl A

QB TFArE- 4 (mfirw) wiisfae i, wivs a9 AT ETIE IHd WHNT 43
IV T ST SO TEke M TS HAR, Tel® et AT Fe:

Gheibhear lethbhreacan a bharrachd ann an cruth
ris an gistear, ann an ¢lé mor agus ann an cinain
coimhearsnachd. Cuir fios gu;

TH ARG S H g, 5 e 9, Aifed
0 SR L AT T qw R s § fae
Wehd! €, HOAT W B

for SRz aeRTg I 39 anibd, WeTaE 1 g,
WG U ST W= <7 whva fem wiE sfigfset
et feg fus Aastsi 95, fqur a9 Auga =49:
XMHEEML WMEFE, FTMARNK TR
AR WO SR S R A ol R

el bl y Speall Qe dlS st 1a e gAY Sl L8 o S
te Juail o agoal ek puiy

© Crown copyright 2005

This document is also available on the Scottish Executive website:
www.scotland.gov.uk

Astron B41390 06/05

Further copies are available from
Blackwell’s Bookshop

53 South Bridge

Edinburgh

EH1 1YS

Telephone orders and enquiries
0131 622 8283 or 0131 622 8258

Fax orders
0131 557 8149

Email orders
business.edinburgh@blackwell.co.uk

w w w . s ¢c o t | a n

ISBN 0-7559-4654-5

9 "'780755"7946549

A BOOKLET FOR CHILDREN
IN CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS

safer
scotland

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE




A BOOKLET FOR CHILDREN
IN CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS

A T
W
LYo, soitiah s
g |:|;|u|-_t A I =
BEMVICE Victim Support
SCOTLARD s
CHILCRIH'Y ARFSATRER

)

B "ADSW

'ﬁ.ﬁﬁm‘ SKILLS = JUSTICE

Special thanks to the children of Albert Primary School of Springburn
and Glendale Primary School of Pollokshields.

lllustrations by Eleanor Meredith,
Duncan of Jordanstone College of Art and Design, University of Dundee

Produced for the Scottish Executive by Astron B41390 06/05
Published by the Scottish Executive, June, 2005
100% of this document is printed on recycled paper and is 100% recyclable I



01
02
04
06
07
08
10
12
14
15
16
18
20
21
22
24
26
27
28

introduction

what is a withess?

who can help you?

what happens before | go to court?

what is a court?

who is in the courtroom and what is their job?
what is your job as a witness?

telling the court what you know

seeing the person in the courtroom

helping you to be a witness

using a special television

using a screen intl’OdUCtiOn

using a support person
other things that might help you You have been asked to be a withess.

visiting the court

This booklet will help you.

waiting to be a witness
what happens when you’ve finished?
things to remember

questions?



A witness is someone who may know something important.

You may have seen something or heard something.
Or perhaps something has happened to you.

You may have spoken to the police or social worker or to
a lawyer and told them what you know.

Now it is important to tell people in the court what you know.

This is called being a witness.

Some children don’t know a lot about being a witness or
going to court. Don’t worry. There are lots of people who
can help you.

Here are some things that other children have asked about.

What happens at court?
Who will be at court?
Will | be on my own?
Who can help when | am a witness?

This booklet tells you what you need to know.



who can you?

There are lots of people who can help you. You can talk to
someone in your family or to someone at your school.

Here are some other people whose job it is to help you:

¢ A social worker can help you. A social worker is someone
who works with people who need extra help.

¢ The police can help you to find out what’s happening.

¢ The lawyer is the person who asked you to be a
witness. They can also help you.

¢ Victim Information and Advice (VIA) has people to
help some children who are witnesses.

e The Witness Service can also help you. People from
the Witness Service work in the court.



| go to court?

You may have spoken to a lawyer about being a witness.
A lawyer is someone who makes the law work properly.

The lawyer will usually come and talk to you and ask you
questions. There may be more than one lawyer who wants
to ask you questions.

They can tell you about the court and show you what it
looks like. Tell the lawyer if you want to visit the court to
have a look around.

The lawyer will try to answer all your questions.

what is a

A court is a place where a judge works. The judge is in
charge of the court and their job is to listen to what you
say. They may also ask you questions.

In some courts the judge is called a sherift.

The court has to decide if someone has done something
wrong and broken the law.

The law is like a set of rules that people must not break.
Breaking the law is the same as committing a crime.

It is wrong to break the law.

Most courts are buildings with more than one room inside.
The most important room is the courtroom.



and what is their job?

The judge and the lawyers are always in the
courtroom. Their job is to make sure everything is fair.

Judges have other people to help them.

The clerk: This is the person who looks after the
judge’s papers.

The court officer (sometimes called a macer): This is
the person who gets things for the judge and looks after
the other people in the court.

The jury: This is a group of people who listen to you and
help the court decide if someone has broken the law.

The accused: This is someone who may have broken
the law. The accused will be able to see and listen to
everything in the courtroom.

The public: Sometimes other people sit in court just to
watch. You can tell the judge or lawyer if you don’t want
other people to be there.

Police or security person: Their job is to make sure
everyone behaves.
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as a witness?

Your job is to tell the people at court what you know.

This can sometimes be hard. The judge and lawyers wiill
understand if you are a bit worried. They know you are
there to help them. And they will help you.

You will be asked questions.

¢ The judge might ask you your name and how old you are.

¢ The lawyers will ask you questions about something you
may have seen or heard.

e They might ask you about something that has happened
to you.

You should tell the judge and lawyers everything you know.
It's ok to tell them even if some things are difficult to talk about.
It’s ok to tell them a secret, as long as it’s true.

You should not be scared to tell the truth.

11
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telling the court

The judge and lawyers don’t know what happened.

You need to help them by telling the court what you know.

It is very important to tell the truth about everything.

Listen carefully to all the questions. Try to answer the
questions. Remember to speak clearly and loudly.

The court wants to hear what you have to say. Nobody
should tell you what to say.

Sometimes the lawyers use long and difficult words or ask
confusing questions. If you don’t understand a word or a
question, it’s ok to say ‘| don’t understand’.

You can put your hand up and say ‘excuse me’, just like
you do at school.

You can ask them to use smaller words.
It is important that you don’t guess about something.

If you do not know the answer or can’t remember, it’s ok
to say so.

Don’t be upset if you don’t know the answer.
13



in the courtroom to be a witnhess

Maybe you’ve already shown the police the person you have It is not always easy being a witness. Adults understand
told them about. If you did, you may not need to do it again. that you might be worried.

But maybe the lawyer at the court will ask if you can see You will be told about different ways to help you be a

the person. witness. These ways can help you feel more comfortable.
If you are asked, you should look around carefully. The lawyer, social worker, VIA or the Witness Service will

_ tell you about these special ways to be a witness.
If you see the person you should point to them.

If you don’t see the person, you can say ‘| can’t see them’.

If you are worried about seeing the person in court,
you should tell someone who can help you.

14 15
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You can be a witness by using a special television
without going into the courtroom. This can help you

if you are not sure about going into a courtroom full of
people. You can use this television to speak to the judge
and lawyers.

The television room might be in the same building as the
courtroom.

Sometimes young children do not have to come into the
court building at all. The television room might be in another
building away from the court.

When the television is turned on, the people in the courtroom
can see and hear you. You will be able to see the person
asking you the questions on the television screen.

You should tell the judge if you can’t hear the questions
properly or if there is another problem.

17
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screen

You might want to go into the courtroom but you might

be worried about seeing the person you’ve spoken about.

A screen can be put up in the courtroom so you don’t
have to look at that person.

The screen is like a curtain that divides the room.

You will still be able to see the judge, jury and lawyers
and their helpers.

19
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You can also have a grown-up person to be with you
the whole time even when you are speaking to the judge
or lawyers.

This person is called a supporter.

Think about who you would like to be your support person.

VIA or the lawyer may tell you about other special ways they
can help you to be a witness.

Did the police make a video or a tape recording when you
spoke to them? Did the police write down what you said?

The video or the tape can be played in the courtroom.
Or the police notes might be read out.

If that happens, you might be asked to watch or listen.
Then you might be asked questions about what you said.

The judge and lawyers usually wear wigs and gowns in court,
like a uniform. Ask someone about this. If you do not want
them to wear their wigs and gowns, tell someone.

The court wants to know which way you would like to
be a witness.

Don’t be nervous to ask questions.

Someone will help you to choose which is best for you.
If you change your mind, tell someone who can help you.

21
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visiting

You might not have been to a court before.

It’s a good idea to visit the court or the place where you
are going to be a witness.

You can go with someone you know. Maybe someone
from your family or your social worker or VIA.

Someone at the Witness Service will be there to show you
around and to help you.

You can look around and see where you will sit.

You can see the special television and screen. You can
practise being a witness.

If you want to have fun, you can practise being a judge.

You may be able to see what a courtroom and the special
ways look like on a CD ROM. You can ask about this.

23



to be a witnhess

Waiting to be a witness can take a long time. Sometimes you may have to go home and come back

. . another day.
Courts are busy places. You might have to wait. It can get

a bit boring. It is a good idea to bring a book or comic Sometimes you may have started to answer questions but
or one of your favourite toys. have to come back another day to finish.

Ask the person who is coming with you to bring you
something to eat and drink.
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what happens when

things to

After all the questions have been asked, and after you have You can ask for help when you are a witness.
told the court what you know, you will be finished.

You will have done a very important job.

When all the witnesses are finished the court will decide if
someone has broken the law and about what to do next.
Someone will tell you what the court decides.

well done!
thank you for being a witness.

It’s ok to put your hand up to say ‘excuse me’.
You might need to stop for a rest.
You might want a glass of water or to go to the toilet.

If you feel unwell or tired, the judge and lawyers will
understand.

Everyone will try to help you.

26 27



QUESTIONS? ANSWER

questions?

You can write down any questions you have about being

a witness.

Get someone to help you if you want. well done and thank you

The lawyer, VIA or the Witness Service will try to
answer all your questions.
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your notes
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